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CATCH LIMIT CHANGESPROPOSED FOR
GULF GROUP KING MACKEREL

NOAA Fisheies has pubished a proposed rule that
would implement changes in the cat ch specifications
for Gulf group king mackerd, asproposed by the Gulf
of Mexico and South Atlantic Fishery Management
Councils (Councils). Therule isintendedto enhance
the economic and social benefits from the Gulf group
king mackerd fisheries while rebuilding the stock.
NOAA Fisherieswelcomeswrittencommentsonthese
proposed changes through November 24, 2000;
addresses are provided at the end of this bulletin.
Those proposed changes include:

Set total allowable catch (TAC) for Gulf group
king mackerd at 10.2 million pounds (M P).

In setting TAC, the Gulf Council considered the
comments of its Mackerel Stock Assessment Panel
(MSAP), Socioeconomic Panel, Scientific and
Statistical Committee, the Mackerd Advisory Pand,
public testimony and legal requirements of the
Sustainable Fisheries Act. Based on theresultsof the
MSAP evduaions, the range of allowable catch is
between 8.2to 12.8 MP. The Gulf Council chosethe
mid-point of the range (10.2 MP), which has a 50
percent chanceof not exceeding the maximum fishing
mortality threshold.

The proposed TAC is a dight reduction from the
existing TAC of 106 MP. The Gulf Coundcl
considersthe redudionto 10.2 MP sufficient to allow
continued rebuilding of the Gulf group king mackerel
stock while minimizing the socia and economic
impactsof the TAC reduction. Additionally, the stock
isbenefitting from a reduced fishing nortality

because of bycatch reduction devices in the shrimp
fishey, andthe 24-inchfork length size limit.

Establish a 2-fish per person per day bag limit on
Gulf group king mackerel for the captain and crew
of for-hire vessels.

Therecreational sctor annuallyexceeded itsal location
between 1986 and 1996, ard preliminary information
for the 1997-1998 fishing year indicated that the
recreational sector had again exceeded its allocation,
even though the TAC had been increased to 10.6 MP.
Therefore, in 1998, the Gulf Council proposed, and
NMFS implemerted in 1999, a zeo-fish bag limit of
Gulf group king macker e for captainsand crews of for-
hire vessdls. Updated and final information on the
1997-1998 fishing year indicated that the recreational
sector had not exceeded its 7.21 MP allocation during
the fishing year, and subsequently, the recreational
sector did not exceed its allocation during the 1998-
1999 fishing year. Prdiminary information for the
1999-2000 fishing year again indicates that the
recreational sector will not exceed its allocation.

Given that the recreational sector is now harvesting
Gulf group king mackerel withinitsallocation, and the
resutsof the 2000 stock assessment indicate that the
stock of Gulf group king mackerel is continuing to
rebuild, the Gulf Council concluded that it was
unnecessary to continue efforts to constrain the
recreational harvest through the use of a zero-fish bag
limit of Gulf group king mackerel for captains and
crewsof for-hirevessels, and hasproposed to re-instae
that bag limit.



Revise the commercial trip limit for Gulf group

king mackerel in the Flarida east coast subzone of
the Eastern Zone (Miami-Dade through Volusia
Counties, Florida) to maintain a 50-fish trip limit,
except if the quota is not 75 percent filled as of
February 1, thetrip limit would increaseto 75 fish.

The commercial fishery in the Florida east coast
subzone of the Eastern Zone requested conservative
measuresregarding their trip limitsto ensure a steady
harvest of fish for the entire season. Under these
lower trip limits, thefishery has not met its quotaon
Gulf group kingmackerel ineight of thelast ten years.
The trip limit appears to be one factor restricting the
opportunity to harvest the quota To provide an
opportunity for increased social and economic
benefits, the South Atlantic Council proposed a more
flexible system wherethe commercid trip limit would
increase from 50 to 75 fish on February 1, if no more
than 75 percent of the quota had been taken. This
action is intended to alow fishermen a greater
opportunity to meet their quota, while maintaining
stability in the fishery for the mgority of the season.

Addresses and Contact | nformation
Requeds for copies of the regulatory amendment,
whichincludes an environmental assessmert and a

regul aory impact review, may be obtained from the
Gulf of Mexico Fishey Management Coundl, Suite
1000, 3018 U.S. Highway 301 North, Tampa, FL
33619; telephone: 813-228-2815; FAX: 813-225-7015;
e-mail: gulf.coundl@noaa.gov.

Written comments on these proposed changes should
besentto Steve Bransteter, Southeast Regional Office,
NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive, North,

St. Petersburg, FL 33702, or FAXED to 727-570-
5583. Comments must be received at the gopropriae
addressor FAX number no later than 5:00 p.m., esstern
standardtime, on November 24, 2000. Commentswill
not be accepted if suomitted via electronic meil or
Internet.

NOAA Fisheries will congder all commerts received
during the comment period and will address dl
commerts in the preamble of the final rule.

FORFURTHERINFORMATION CONTACT: Steve
Branstetter, 727-570-5305; FAX 727-570-5583;
e-mail: steve.brandetter @noaa.qov.

This and other news releases are available on the
Southeast Regional Office homepage at
htt p://calderasero.nmfs.gov/. NOAA Fisheries is an
agency of the Department of Commerce.




